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troops had not yet effected their junction with their comrades,
Sir John Keane decided to commence his advance with the
force at Shikarpore only.
His difficulties sprang not so much from hostile resistance,
for as far as Candahar none, and beyond that little more, was
met with, as from the inadequate provision of transport and
of the supply service for his army, which it must be remembered
included two followers and three camels for every fighting man
in its ranks. Consequently he only reached Candahar at the
end of May, and was compelled there to make a long halt of.
two months to complete the concentration of his army and
replenish his magazines. The march was then resumed ; the
fortress of Ghazni was surprised and captured despite the
absence of the siege train, which had been unwisely left behind
at Candahar ; and the levies collected by Dost Mahomed for
a last gambler's throw lost heart and melted away before the
inexorable progress of the invaders. The unhappy Amir fled
for refuge to the Hindu Kush mountains, and early in August
Shah Sooja was enthroned in his stead on the British entry into
Cabul. The bulk of the Afghan forces had in fact been
detained far from the decisive point by the menace of a Sikh
invasion by way of the Khyber Pass, and dissolved into frag-
ments at the news of the loss of their capital.
Thus an almost bloodless triumph had been won and a
large part of Keane's army was forthwith despatched home,
Elphinstona with 5000 men being left in garrison at Cabul,
Nott with a similar number at Candahar, and smaller detach-
ments at various places in the centre and east of Afghanistan.
But the disturbed state of the country gave ominous proof that
our task was as yet but half fulfilled, and that Shah Sooja's
power, resting as it did only on British bayonets, must collapse
if deprived of that support. The dethroned Amir collected
his forces in the heart of his mountain fortress, and made more
than one bold attempt to retrieve his lost* fortunes; the tribes
between Cabul and Candahar rose en masse, and an insurrection
of the Baluchis menaced our communications by way of Quetta
with the Indus. Full employment was afforded the British
flying columns throughout the spring and summer of 1840 in
dealing with those various centres of unrest, but in November
the surrender of Dost Mahomed, at the very moment when his
affairs were apparently taking a turn for the better, seemed to
presage a speedy end to our troubles. Although many of the
tribes still remained in the field during the early part of 1841,
by the autumn the state of the country seemed to be approxi-
mating to its normal degree of quietude—never very great,—
the relief of part of the army of occupation was ordered,

